






• If two heterocyclic rings are fused, additional rules are 
required. 

• A parent ring is selected, 
• and the other ring is considered fused on, aswas 

observed for benzene fusion. 
• Some rules are as follows:
• If one ring contains N, it is considered the parent, and its 

name is placed last in the compound’s name.
• If both rings contain N, the larger ring is the parent.
• If both rings are of the same size, that with the most N 

atoms is the parent, or if the same number of N atoms is 
present, thatfusion of the rings that gives the smallest 
numbers for N when the bicycle is numbered is chosen.











• If no N is present, O has priority over S over 
P, and then the above rules are applied.
• The ring fused onto the parent has the suffix 
“o”; common namesare used (with 
modification) where possible to simplify the 
name.
Some examples are pyrido for pyridine, 
pyrrolo for pyrrole, thieno
for thiophene, furo for furan, imidazo for 
imidazole, pyrimido for
pyrimidine, pyrazino for pyrazine, among 
others.





The face letter of the parent ring where the fusion occurs is placed
in brackets preceding the name of that ring. 
The position numbers
of the fused ring are placed inside the brackets before the face letter
of the parent ring, separated by a comma.
The proper numbers forthe fused ring are those that are encountered 
as one goes around the ring in the same direction as going 
alphabetically around the faces of the parent
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